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Name __________________________________ Date _________ 

Crime and Punishment 

In 1974, at the age of 19, Doris Drugdealer was arrested for selling $200 worth of heroin to an 
undercover police officer in Michigan.  She received a 10-20 year prison sentence for this crime.  After 
serving about 8 months of her sentence, she decided that she could not tolerate prison and with the 
help of her grandfather, plotted an escape.  She used a work pass to walk away from prison.  In May, 
2008, after 34 years, Doris was captured again by detectives who matched fingerprints from her driver’s 
license to her prison records.   

Doris said that in 1974 she was a “stupid little …hippie-ish girl…a pothead.”  During the 34 years that 
Doris evaded prison, she worried every day that she would be caught.  While looking at a sunset, she 
would marvel at her freedom and wonder if the past would catch up with her.  She was very careful to 
lead the life of a model citizen and even volunteered for Common Cause, an organization that promotes 
government ethics and accountability. She married an executive and had three children and lived a 
comfortable life in an upper middle class neighborhood in California.  She never told her family about 
her past.  Her husband of 23 years stated that he loved his wife as much as the day they were married 
and that she was a “person of the highest integrity and compassion” and had dedicated her life to 
raising her children.  She taught her children to be responsible citizens and to avoid drugs.  Her husband 
said that the arrest “was the next worst thing to having a death in the family.”  Doris worried about the 
effect of her arrest on her son who had just graduated from high school and her older daughters.  A 
neighbor commented that it would not be useful to society to send Doris back to prison.   

Undercover drug officers believed that Doris had connections to “higher ups” in the drug world and was 
a teenage leader in a 1970’s drug ring.  They found $600 in her apartment, paraphernalia for cutting 
heroin and pictures of her with other drug dealers.  Doris described herself as a recent high school 
graduate who was strapped for cash, working at a minimum wage job and driving a $400 car.  She said 
that every day of her life she regretted getting herself into this situation.  She was extradited back to 
Michigan to serve her original prison term.  Her family and friends submitted a plea for clemency to the 
governor of Michigan.  Should the governor grant her clemency?   

Use your critical thinking to analyze this situation.  Your professor may use this exercise as a group 
discussion.  Use the Critical Thinking Worksheet that follows for your analysis.   

This exercise is based on excerpts from “Former Fugitive Drawing Sympathy” and “Captured Fugitive Now Waiting for 
Extradition, and to Learn Fate” from the San Diego Union Tribune, May 1 and 2, 2008. From CollegeScope/College and Career 
Success by Dr. Marsha Fralick 
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SAFETY DISCLAIMER: 

M-SAMC educational resources are in no way meant to be a substitute for occupational safety and 
health standards. No guarantee is made to resource thoroughness, statutory or regulatory compliance, 

and related media may depict situations that are not in compliance with OSHA and other safety 
requirements. It is the responsibility of educators/employers and their students/employees, or anybody 
using our resources, to comply fully with all pertinent OSHA, and any other, rules and regulations in any 
jurisdiction in which they learn/work.  M-SAMC will not be liable for any damages or other claims and 

demands arising out of the use of these educational resources.  By using these resources, the user 
releases the Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium and participating educational institutions 
and their respective Boards, individual trustees, employees, contractors, and sub-contractors from any 

liability for injuries resulting from the use of the educational resources. 

DOL DISCLAIMER: 

This product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and 
Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the 

official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, 
warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including 

any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its 
completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. 

RELEVANCY REMINDER: 

M-SAMC resources reflect a shared understanding of grant partners at the time of development. In 
keeping with our industry and college partner requirements, our products are continuously improved. 

Updated versions of our work can be found here:   http://www.msamc.org/resources.html. 
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