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Integration with Desire2Learn
Only a few steps are involved to get started:

◦ Creating LTI Links in the course.

◦ Setting Configuration Settings in each LTI Link.

◦ Adding each LTI Link as an External Resource to the course.

◦ Receiving feedback from the user.



Creating the LTI Links
Navigate to the External Learning Tools 
page by clicking on Edit Course -> 
External Learning Tools.

To create the first link, click on the 
button that says New Link.



Creating the LTI Links
Each LTI link requires some settings 
and properties to be set. Each one 
required is defined below:

Title – The title of the game.

URL – The web address.

DESCRIPTION – (optional) Description 
of the game.

VISIBILITY – Checked. Allows users to 
view the link in D2L.

Here is what you need:
Title: Print Reading Game – Match Part
URL: http://www.johnsonsimcenter.com/manufacturing/PrintReading/index.php?path=matchpart

Title: Print Reading Game – Bad Lines
URL: http://www.johnsonsimcenter.com/manufacturing/PrintReading/index.php?path=badlines



Creating the LTI Links
KEY/SECRET SIGNATURE – Set to Sign 
messages with key/secret with and Link 
key/secret.

SECURITY SETTINGS – The following 
should be checked.

• Send tool consumer information to tool 
provider.

• Send context information to tool provider.

• Send user ID to tool provider.

• Send user name to tool provider.

• Send system role to tool provider

• Send link title to tool provider.

MAKE LINK AVAILABLE TO – Make sure 
this is set for your organization and 
checked.

Key and Secret
Key: JCSPrintReading

Secret: JCSPR2014#



Creating the LTI Links
After you click Save, you should see 
the link that you just created on the 
Manage Links page.

Follow the same steps in the previous 
two slides to create the link for the 
Print Reading - Bad Lines simulation.



Adding the links to your course.

The next step is to add the LTI links to 
your course. To do this, navigate to 
Materials -> Content. You will see the 
contents of your course here. 

Create a new course module by typing 
a name where it says Add a module…
and click outside of the text entry box 
to create the module.



Adding the links to your course.

Add the links to the module by clicking 
on the Add Existing Activities button, 
and then go to External Learning Tools
in the dropdown menu that shows up.



Adding the links to your course.

After that, you should be shown a 
window that looks like this. All you 
need to do now is to click on the LTI 
links you just created to add them to 
your course module, and each one will 
be shown in your course content. 
Before you get started, however, there 
is just one last step you have to take.



Adding the links to your course.

For both of the links, click on the 
dropdown arrow next to the name of 
each one and make sure that the 
checkbox that says Open as External 
Resource is checked.

Checking this will ensure that when a 
user clicks on the link in the course, 
that the content will be opened as an 
external resource in a new tab on their 
web browser.



Receiving Feedback
If everything was set up correctly the 
links will now be visible to each 
student when they log in to D2L and 
view the course content. 

Each link will open in a new tab on 
their browser as an external resource. 
This will allow each student to get a 
full screen experience each time that 
they run the simulation.



Receiving Feedback
When the student starts the 
simulation, he/she is authenticated 
with the system first before it starts. 
This happens quickly in the 
background so the student doesn’t see 
it happen.

If it fails, the student will see the 
message above and will not be able to 
continue at this point. If this happens, 
check the application key/secret in the 
external resource link settings that you 
filled out earlier to make sure they are 
correct.



Receiving Feedback
When the student is finished with the 
simulation, their progress data is 
reported back to D2L as a grade item. 

This will depend on which game 
module they chose. If it’s the matching 
parts module, it will go by how many 
wrong guesses they made. If they 
chose the bad lines module, it will go 
by how many incorrect attempts were 
made.

The student will see a grade 
notification after they’ve completed 
the simulation.



Receiving Feedback
It is to note that the grade item is 
displayed as a number percentage 
from 0 to 100. When the simulation 
ends, a value representing correct and 
incorrect attempts made during the 
game is sent to D2L. The grade itself is 
calculated by the number of correct 
attempts divided by the number of 
correct attempts plus incorrect 
attempts, or C / (C + I). It is the result 
of this that is sent back as a grade to 
D2L. 

It is also important to know that this 
grade item only exists to indicate that 
the user has completed the 
simulation. It is entirely up to you as 
the instructor if you want to assign 
points in the gradebook to it or not.



That’s it!!!
That’s all there is to it. If you, or a student would like to access any of the simulations 
directly without having to login to D2L you can visit any of the following links:

http://www.johnsonsimcenter.com/manufacturing/PrintReading/matchpart.html
http://www.johnsonsimcenter.com/manufacturing/PrintReading/badlines.html

Note, that by visiting the links above directly in your web browser, your progress will not 
be tracked throughout the duration of the simulation. If you do this, you will be playing 
outside of your course in D2L.

If you would like any further help or assistance, or wish 
to provide any feedback, please send an E-mail to 
JCSPrintReading@pine.edu.
.
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