Construction Technology II-Case Number 2

The Case of the Paint Failure

In this case the homeowner calls a professional painting firm to try to figure out why the paint keeps peeling and chipping off their house. Upon investigation the painter finds that the paint that has peeled off this house is white on the front side and silver on the back side. The siding on the home that is now left exposed is an old cedar lap siding.

After doing some research the painter finds that it was a past practice to use aluminum paint as a primer on cedar siding. The problem is that the cedar siding leeches out resins that pop paint off the siding. A second major problem is this old house has very little insulation and no air sealing at all under the siding (no house wrap) and this allows moisture created inside the house to move through the wall assembly and out through the backside of the siding causing the paint to loosen up because of the moisture moving through it. 

The painter’s recommendation to the homeowner  is to put a 1 inch sheet of Styrofoam insulation over the entire exterior of the  building and to install new siding over the outside of the Styrofoam insulation. BUT, the homeowner rejects this recommendation because they want to preserve the historic value of the home by keeping the original siding.

Question One:  is how would you handle and/or re-explain this situation to the homeowner?

Question Two : would you try to repaint this home knowing it will probably peel again?

Question Three: would you be able to guarantee your workmanship repainting this house? 

Question Four: what special procedures would need to be followed to complete this work?
                            (Hint: lead or other contaminants)

Question Five: what primer would you use on this house?

Question Six:  what finish coat paint would you use on this house?
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