Construction Technology II-Case Number Three

Manufactured Housing

The first question(s) for this case is to describe the following types of manufactured homes:

1. Mobile Homes

2. Double Wide Mobile Homes

3. Double Wide Modular Homes

4. Modular Homes

5. Panelized Homes 

The second part of this case is to consider the different set of rules and regulations for building inspections for manufactured homes, as compared to site built homes. Manufactured homes are inspected at the plants where they are assembled. The building code used for the inspection id the BOCA National Building Code. This code allows some procedures, materials, and other systems design not allowed in the International Residential Building Code. When a modular home is set up on a lot the local building code official does not inspect the interior of the building for code compliance…that has already been done at the plant. The code official will inspect the exterior of the home, including: does the building have sufficient and proper tie downs, does the building have 6 inches of fall in grade around the periphery of the building to assure proper site drainage, does the building have a proper set of stairs for proper egress into the building, and does the building have proper attachments to water, sewer, and electrical. BUT nothing inside the building is inspected to gain the Certificate of Occupancy.

The second question(s) for this case are:

1. What do you think of the differences in inspection protocol?

2. What do you think about the differences in the applicable Building Code?

3. What changes might you make to this process?
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