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There are several other factors that can alter the rate of
corrosion.

TEMPERATURE CELL

ZAJ—[— HOT GAS

PATH OF ELECTROLYTE
ELECTRIC CURRENT SOIL

The section of pipe that is hotter becomes the anode. In
the above diagram the area which you would expect to be
the anode is area .

Area A cannot be the anode because it is
not completely surrounded by an

The higher the temperature, the ( faster / slower )
corrosion occurs.

Stress can also increase the corrosion rate. Stress can be
caused by such factors as pressure being applied to a
metal or a bend in the metal.

Stress tends to break a protective coating. So, the area
under stress ( will corrode / will not corrode ).

The area under stress becomes the

Another factor increasing the corrosion rate is stray electric
currents in underground structures and pipes.

The structure or pipe then becomes the anode in the area
in which the electric current ( leaves / enters ).

So, the area or surface that the current enters is the

EVIDENCE OF CORROSION DAMAGE

108.

110.

When iron corrodes a layer of rust is visible.

Many times the corrosion process leaves behind a
corrosion , like rust.

Often a black powder is left behind. This product is usually
iron sulfide. But, probably the most familiar form of a
corrosion product to you is
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ANSWER MASK

Instructions For Use:

This mask is used to conceal the correct
answers in this textbook. To use jt prop-
erly, turn to the first page inthe workbook
and place the mask over the response
column, covering the answers.

Read the first frame and answer the ques-
tion, writing your answer in the blank.

Now move the mask down just enough to
uncover the answer to the first question,
at the right of the frame. Check your
answer with the one given in the
response coiumn. if your answer is the
same as the answer given, or is a word
that means the same thing, go on to the
next frame. if your answer is incorrect,
you should reread the preceding few
frames to determine why you made your
error.

As you progress through the workbook,
use this mask to keep the correct answer
covered until you have answered each
question on your own.
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Also, corrosion may cause weight loss in the metal and this
causes the metal to ( become thin / change color ).

In addition, corrosion damage can be seen in many
different forms.

Corrosion damage usually takes one of two forms — either
uniform or localized.

As the name implies, uniform corrosion occurs when
damage is relatively ( evenly spread out / concentrated in a
few spots ) over the surface.

Uniform corrosion is directly related to area effect. Uniform
corrosion would appear in a situation where there is a

( large cathode and small anode / small cathode and large
anode ).

Localized corrosion, on the other hand, is corrosion that is
relatively concentrated in a few areas.

Failures would occur ( more rapidly / less rapidly ) in
localized corrosion than in uniform corrosion.

With regard to area effect, localized corrosion is more likely
to occur when you have a ( large cathode and small
anode / small cathode and large anode ).

More corrosion takes the form of localized corrosion than
uniform corrosion.

Pitting is a very common form of localized corrosion in
oilfield equipment. Damage tends to be ( mild / severe ).

Pitting can also take place on metal that had a protective
coating. Pits occur when that layer has been

Pitting may aiso result from small droplets of moisture
condensing on the metal. Corrosion will occur ( under / on
top of ) these droplets.

EROSION CORROSION

119.

120.

Another form of localized corrosion is erosion corrosion.
Erosion corrosion may he in the form of cavitation or
impingement.

But, erosion corrosion occurs only in the presence of high
velocity water or fluids containing water. Therefore, erosion
corrosion would be more likely to appear on ( pumps /
storage tanks ).

Pump cavitation occurs with the formation of bubbles in the
liquid being pumped. When these bubbles collapse, energy
is released.

When this energy comes into contact with metal, it can
destroy the coating.
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Pits occur where the coating ( is destroyed / is not
destroyed ).

Impingement has very similar effects as cavitation. During
impingement, the protective film is also

Also, the visible damage is seen in the form of

Small particles of debris or bubbles may “impinge” or cling
to the metal. The velocity of the water causes the particles
to break down into smaller particles. As with cavitation,

energy is being

Cavitation is a result of collapsing

CORROSION FATIGUE

1286.

127.

128.

129,

130.

131

132.

133.

134,

135.

Corrosion fatigue, which usually shows up as cracks, is
often caused by stress as a result of continuous
reciprocating (back and forth) action.

In beam pumping units,
make frequent up and down movement,

Corrosion fatigue may also be caused by “cyclical” stress.
If an object is rotating unevenly, stress or pressure is also
applied unevenly.

So, the area that receives more stress will become the

This corrosion fatigue increases stress and ( increases /
shortens ) the time before a breakdown.

In addition, increasing rotation speed of equipment further
the life—span of the equipment.

Another type of corrosion fatigue is called “wear”
corrosion.

As sucker-rods move up and down,
is continually applied and relieved.

As you learned earlier, stress (increases / decreases )
the rate of corrosion.

Therefore, you expect corrosion to be a significant
problem on -

The areas on sucker rods especially hard hit by this form of
corrosion fatigue are the couplings.

For this reason, couplings are often made of special wear
metals.

Actually, the effect is more additive. The stress increases
corrosion and the corrosion increases the

HYDROGEN EMBRITTLEMENT

Another type of corrosion that results in cracking is
hydrogen embrittlement.

As the name implies, hydrogen embrittlement involves
atoms.
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Hydrogen is often produced at the cathode during a
reaction.

This hydrogen, in atom form, is abscrbed into the pores of
the metal. The hydrogen then conver:s to molecules of
hydrogan gas and expands.

This causes { a decrzase / an increase ) in pressure
inside the metal.

When gnough hydregen tecomes trapped and the metal is
in tersion, a Liittle failure or can occur.

SULFIDE STRESS CRACKING

139.

140.

141,

142,

Yet ancther form of corrosion is found in sour crude
iocations.

“Sour” indicates the presence of

In this case, the presence of hydrogen sulfide aids in the
penetration of hydregan into cerrain sieals.

The hydrogen then creates encugh internal pressure to
cause

Hewever, special stesl has t2en manufacturad to
sulfide stress cracking.

Whgn replacing stesl comporents, vou should always be
certain 10 use a regiacemsnt made of the correct
in { sweet / scur ) envircnments.

CGRADCSION AGENTS

144,

145,

146,

147.

Several environmental factors will affect the rate of
cecrrosion,

As you racall, temoerature is ona environmental ‘actor that
will influence corrosicon. The higher the temperaturs, the
( siower / faster ) corrosion will occur.

The effects of water velocity were previcusly mentioned.
The area with a higher water velocity will be ( less
corrosive / mcre corrosive ).

This occurs because a protective layer is continucusly
brcken and/or corrosion products are continuously
removead. This type of corrosion is

Howevar, a sraall amount cf velocity is desirable because it
keeps particles from settling and forming deposits. As you
will remamber, the area under the deposits tends to

Since oxygen cannot get under these deposits, an
- cell can forr
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GASES
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Another factor influencing corrosion is the pH level of the
electrolyte solution.

PH is an indication of the concentration of hydrogen in the
solution.

ACIDIC NEUTRAL ALKALINE

01234567891011121314

3

pH SCALE

pH 7 indicates a solution.

A solution is acidic when the pH is ( above / below )}
7 and alkaline with pH ( above / below ) 7.

if you had two solutions, one with a pH of 6 and the other
with a pH 1, the solution that would be more acidic is the
solution with a pH of

The lower the pH level in the electrolyte solution, the more
corrosive it becomes.

Therefore, you would prefer to have an electrolyte with an
( acidic / alkaline, or neutral ) level,

Other factors influencing corrosion are the gases present in
the environment.

Many gases, such as carbon dioxide, hydrogen sulfide and
oxygen, are basically only corrosive in the presence of
moisture.

If pipes above ground are exposed to these gases,
corrosion will occur because the air contains

Even pipes lying within soil or clay that are exposed to
these gases will corrode because moisture is present in
these ( electrolytes / conductors ).

When the gas, hydrogen sulfide, mixes with water, it
becomes ( passive / corrosive ).

At low concentrations, hydrogen suifide gives off an odor of
rotten eggs. Therefore, when hydrogen sulfide is present in
corrosion, it is known as ( sweet / sour ) corrosion.

This combination of hydrogen sulfide and water is especially
corrosive to iron or steel. A black, porous substance is
formed. This corrosion product is ( iron carbonate / iron
sulfide ).
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