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LADDER SAFETY 

 
Image provided by ToolingU-
SME shows the proper length for 
an extension ladder. To be safe, 
an extension ladder should be 
set up so that the distance 
between the base of the 
structure it is leaning against 
must be one-fourth of the length 
of the ladder to the point the 
ladder touches the structure. If 
you are going to step off, extend 
3 feet past the height of the 
structure. 
 

 
1. How far should a 16´ ladder be from the wall? 

 

2. How far should a 30´ ladder be from the wall? 
 

3. What angle is the ladder relative the ground base? 
 

4. Does the angle change with a higher wall and longer ladder? 
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