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Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by metropolitan area is the measure of the market value of all final goods 

and services produced within a metropolitan area in a particular year. It is an important measure of the 

size of a regional economy. This can be an important measure for college staff preparing grant 

applications because it can demonstrate the importance of a given sector (e.g., Manufacturing) to its 

regional economy. These data are available from the US Bureau of Economic Analysis at the national, 

state, and metropolitan statistical area level.  

1. Go to www.bea.gov 

 

2. Click on the ‘Regional’ tab at the top of the page. 

 

3. On the regional page, in the Data section under ‘Interactive Tables: Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP)’, click on ‘GDP by Metropolitan Area’ 

 

4. Click on the link that says ‘GDP in current dollars’ 

 

5. Select “All Industry Total”, and while holding down the Ctrl-key, scroll down to where it says 

‘Manufacturing’ and select that as well. Then click ‘Next Step’. 

 

6. Select your MSA, in this instance we will select the “Spartanburg, SC (Metropolitan Statistical 

Area)”, then click Next Step. 

 

7. For the year, select ‘2013’ and then Next Step. 

 

8. When you get your results, you will see that in 2013 Spartanburg’s manufacturing sector 

accounted for $4.1 billion dollars of the Spartanburg MSA’s nearly $13 billion dollar economy. 

Put another way, the manufacturing sector contributed nearly 1 out of every 3 dollars produced 

in the Spartanburg MSA. 

 

9. One useful comparison to make is to compare manufacturing’s contribution to regional GDP and 

its contribution to employment. If manufacturing’s contribution to GDP is greater than its 

contribution to employment, then it will further your case of the importance of the 

manufacturing sector to the overall regional economy. 

 

  

http://msamc.org/assets/20150901_v001_msamc_how_to_find_gdp_by_metro_area.pdf
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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SAFETY DISCLAIMER: 

M-SAMC educational resources are in no way meant to be a substitute for occupational safety and 

health standards. No guarantee is made to resource thoroughness, statutory or regulatory compliance, 

and related media may depict situations that are not in compliance with OSHA and other safety 

requirements. It is the responsibility of educators/employers and their students/employees, or anybody 

using our resources, to comply fully with all pertinent OSHA, and any other, rules and regulations in any 

jurisdiction in which they learn/work.  M-SAMC will not be liable for any damages or other claims and 

demands arising out of the use of these educational resources.  By using these resources, the user 

releases the Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium and participating educational institutions 

and their respective Boards, individual trustees, employees, contractors, and sub-contractors from any 

liability for injuries resulting from the use of the educational resources. 

DOL DISCLAIMER: 

This product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and 

Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the 

official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, 

warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including 

any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its 

completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. 

RELEVANCY REMINDER: 

M-SAMC resources reflect a shared understanding of grant partners at the time of development. In 

keeping with our industry and college partner requirements, our products are continuously improved. 

Updated versions of our work can be found here:   http://www.msamc.org/resources.html. 
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