
 

Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium 
 

US DOL SPONSORED TAACCCT GRANT: TC23767 

RELEASE DATE 09/01/2015 

VERSION v 001 

PAGE 1 of 3 

How To Guide:   
What are the demographics of workers living within a 30 mile radius of my college? 

 

20150901_v001_msamc_how_to_find_demographics found in Resources by 
 the M-SAMC Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium www.msamc.org is licensed under a  

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

Knowing the demographics of the college’s service area is vital for community college administrators, 

grant writers and staff. The demographics of the surrounding workforce can be particularly important as 

many college programs are designed to train the region’s existing workforce. In order to access this 

information, we will use the OnTheMap web application developed collaboratively by the US Census 

Bureau and State Labor Market Information agencies. For this example, we will access demographic 

information about the workforce within a 30 mile radius of James A Rhodes State College in Lima, Ohio. 

1. Go to the US Census Bureau’s Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics website at: 

http://lehd.ces.census.gov/  

 

2. Under the ‘Applications’ links on the left column, click on ‘OnTheMap’ (OTM), which will bring 

you to the OnTheMap application. 

 

3. In the left hand column, you will note three tabs—Start, Base Map and Selection. Make sure you 

are beginning in the Start tab. 

 

4. Under the Search Box, click on search all names and then scroll all the way to the bottom where 

it says Universities. Then in the Search Box type in “Rhodes” and hit ‘Search’. From the menu 

below select “James A Rhodes State College”. This should bring you to a map of Rhodes State in 

the map to the right. 

 

5. If you want to adjust the map, you can zoom in and out just as if you were using Google Maps. 

You can also adjust what appears on the map, by selecting the different layers that appear 

under the Base Map. 

 

6. To access information about the demographics of workers within a 30 mile radius, click on the 

‘Selection’ Tab at the top of the left hand column. Under the heading that says ‘Add Buffer to 

Selection’, add 30 in the box that says radius under the ‘Simple/Ring’ selection. Then hit 

“Confirm Selection” at the top of the column.  

a. You will likely have to zoom out to see the ring around your selection area. 

 

7. In the box connected to the Red Kite and click on “Perform Analysis on Selection Area”. 
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8. A dialog box with 4 columns will appear. In this example, use the default settings: 

a. Select ‘Work’ so that the population you are studying includes the people working in the 

selection area. 

b. Select Area Profile and ‘All Workers’. 

c. Select the most recent year available, in this instance 2012. 

d. Select ‘Primary Jobs” 

 

9. Click on ‘Go’ (the button with the lightning bolt). 

 

10. The map that will appear will show you where workers in the selection area are working.  

a. You may again need to zoom to the right level to see the entire section area. 

b. Under where it says “Map Controls” in the left column, you may want to get rid of either 

the thermal overlay or the point overlay to improve clarity. 

c. You can also go back to the ‘Base Map’ Tab to turn layers on and off. 

 

11. The demographics of your selection area will be shown in the right hand column. In this example 

we can see that there are approximately 118,000 jobs in the selection area. 

 

12. If you wish to focus on any one demographic, you can click on that demographic and the map 

will change accordingly. 

a. For instance, under NAICS Industry Sector you can see that there are almost 31,000 

manufacturing jobs in the selection area. By clicking on ‘Manufacturing’ you can see 

where those manufacturing jobs are located. 

 

13. If you wish to export any of this information, those options are available in the left hand column 

under “Report/Map Outputs”. 

a. An Excel version of the data available in the right hand column can be obtained by 

selecting “Detailed Report”. 

b. Accessing this information for use in Google Earth or GIS software can be done by 

clicking on the “Export Geography” link. 
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SAFETY DISCLAIMER: 

M-SAMC educational resources are in no way meant to be a substitute for occupational safety and 

health standards. No guarantee is made to resource thoroughness, statutory or regulatory compliance, 

and related media may depict situations that are not in compliance with OSHA and other safety 

requirements. It is the responsibility of educators/employers and their students/employees, or anybody 

using our resources, to comply fully with all pertinent OSHA, and any other, rules and regulations in any 

jurisdiction in which they learn/work.  M-SAMC will not be liable for any damages or other claims and 

demands arising out of the use of these educational resources.  By using these resources, the user 

releases the Multi-State Advanced Manufacturing Consortium and participating educational institutions 

and their respective Boards, individual trustees, employees, contractors, and sub-contractors from any 

liability for injuries resulting from the use of the educational resources. 

DOL DISCLAIMER: 

This product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and 

Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the 

official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, 

warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including 

any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its 

completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. 

RELEVANCY REMINDER: 

M-SAMC resources reflect a shared understanding of grant partners at the time of development. In 

keeping with our industry and college partner requirements, our products are continuously improved. 

Updated versions of our work can be found here:   http://www.msamc.org/resources.html. 
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