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Please provide a qualitative analysis of the NSC Certificate program course materials based on the three criteria below (approximately one page per criterion). 

Criteria:
1. Meets industry standards and needs (Identify relevant Industry Standards and Needs: technical, personal and interpersonal).

1. Represents “best in class,” nationally portable, one-year certificate programs that are in demand by workers and employers.

1. Can be disseminated quickly and widely to community colleges throughout the United States. 

At the end of each review please use a scale of 1-3 (1=low; 2=medium; 3=high) to rate the overall quality of the materials in relation to that criterion.
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(A) Meets industry standards and needs (Identify relevant Industry Standards and Needs: technical, personal and interpersonal).

The course materials speak to established industry standards and those related to machine tools.  In this sense, course content is related directly to industry need and course outcomes are aligned with established industry practices.

That said, the materials provide little more than syllabi that refer to a text, “Technology and Machine Tools,” published by McGraw Hill.  And though this text may be authoritative, it is difficult to establish or separate course content from what is referenced in the text.  The course calendar appears to use units from the text on a week-to-week basis.  This is perhaps a proven and effective way to delivery content, but if this is the case, it could be explained in the syllabi or perhaps articulated in the instructor notes.  The lack of content may be a result of the usefulness of existing PowerPoints and other delivery tools it the McGraw Hill text, but again, it is difficult to assess from the references.   Content related to the Cartesian coordinate system, for example, simply states “X-axis = left to right, Y-axis = up and down, Z-axis = In and out (depth).”  The text’s content in this area is presumably robust, but it could be presented to students and adopting institutions in a clearer way. 



Score = 1


(B) Represents “best in class,” nationally portable, one-year certificate programs that are in demand by workers and employers.

The inclusion of content related to machine tool theory will create a more robust certificate program.  The course materials related to machine tool theory are difficult to define, other than through the learning outcomes, which are clearly stated. 



Score = 1


(C) Can be disseminated quickly and widely to community colleges throughout the United States.

The materials can be disseminated widely and will assist adopting institutions in identifying the relevant sections of the cited text to delivery to students.  If, as discussed above, the text is comprehensive and provides additional deliverable content, the course materials will act as a guide to adopting institutions. That said, it may be difficult for institutions to use the materials if they do not have a pre-existing program.  
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