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Course Description:  For the student to successfully pass this Capstone course they will have to accomplish three tasks:  They must demonstrate that they can identify the hardware and software required to build a personal computer and then build that computer. They will also have demonstrated that they can design and build a secure network that uses both wired and wireless connections. Lastly, they will have participated in both individual and group presentations of the design solutions.
· Meets industry standards and needs (Identify relevant Industry Standards and Needs: technical, personal and interpersonal).

· “Best in Class,” nationally portable, one-year certificate programs that are in demand by workers and employers.

· Can be disseminated quickly and widely to community colleges throughout the United States.

Evaluation Criteria:  Using a scale of 1-low; 2-medium and 3-high, rate this course for how it: (A) meets industry standards and needs; (B) fits into a “Best in Class” nationally-portable, one-year certificate program; and (C) can be disseminated quickly and widely across the nation. 

Evaluation:

A. Meeting Standards and Needs:  

As written, the Capstone course appears to be very well constructed and should serve to test the cumulative knowledge and skills they should have acquired through the breadth of the program. (Overall rating:  2) 

Technically, having to design and build both a personal computer and a wired and wireless network should challenge the student’s knowledge and skills. An added component that might make this course exceptional might be to purposefully provide the students with broken equipment and/or non-working parts to test their trouble-shooting skills (Technical rating:  2)
On a “personal” note, this course employs an outstanding component by requiring the students to create proposals for their designs and make presentations to support and sell them in the class. (Personal rating:  2)   
For its interpersonal qualifications, the requirement to sell their proposals allows for some great interaction with faculty and peers.  A valuable component might be to have someone role-play as the owner of the company requiring the computer/network build.  I don’t recall many of the other courses outlining student conduct and detailing disruptive behaviors not tolerated.  At this point in the program, would think that is already fully ingrained in the students.  (Interpersonal rating:  2)

B. “Best in Class” Evaluation:

Believe this Capstone course has several laudable components and has the potential, with a couple technical and personal tweaks, to be truly “best in class” across the nation.  (“Best in Class” rating:  2)


C. Dissemination Factors:  

The ability to disseminate this course widely across the nation is dependent upon the amount of sufficient hardware available at each offering location. As noted in the syllabus, hardware equipment must be re-usable for multiple applications from class to class.  (Overall rating:  2)


Overall Synopsis:  

Overall, it looks like a well-constructed and very useful course for testing comprehensive knowledge and skill sets.  Could use more built-in troubleshooting components.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Some cleanup required on the syllabus.  Grading scale components total more than 100%.  



