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Course Description:  This course covers the fundamental topics and concepts of networks and network technologies. Topics include introductory content on networking standards; models and protocols; networking hardware; transmission methods and media, LANs, Wide-Area Networks (WAN); Wireless; Voice over Internet Protocol (VOIP); security, and network management issues. This course serves as a preparation for the CompTIA Network+ exam.  Course concepts help prepare students for Cisco courses and helps to prepare students to take the CompTia Network+ certification exam.
· Meets industry standards and needs (Identify relevant Industry Standards and Needs: technical, personal and interpersonal).

· “Best in Class,” nationally portable, one-year certificate programs that are in demand by workers and employers.

· Can be disseminated quickly and widely to community colleges throughout the United States.

Evaluation Criteria:  Using a scale of 1-low; 2-medium and 3-high, rate this course for how it: (A) meets industry standards and needs; (B) fits into a “Best in Class” nationally-portable, one-year certificate program; and (C) can be disseminated quickly and widely across the nation. 

Evaluation:

A. Meeting Standards and Needs:  

As written, the Network Essentials (Networks +) seems to meet standards and needs, but might be considered low, dependent on content.  The course is presented in a compressed format (3 weeks – 12 class periods).  It is the first course in the series that lists prerequisite course(s) and/or knowledge, skills, and experience of IT concepts; introduction to computer maintenance and repair; operating systems and software for PC technicians; and computer hardware support.  (Overall rating:  2) 

Technically, this course had two delivery options: Stand-alone course or integrated into Cisco 1, 2, 3 and 4, Security Fundamentals and A+ classes. (Technical rating:  2)

On a “personal” note, this course is offered in a hybrid format which means that part of the class is delivered as a face-to-face traditional lecture and hands-on lab format with an online supplemental component.  The syllabus states that the personal (face-to-face) portions come through lectures, classroom discussions, and hands-on learning activities in the classrooms.  (Personal rating:  2)   
For its interpersonal qualifications, the course syllabus notes that “hands-on exercises” could consist of computer-based, group activity or board work.  However, those particular components are not spelled out or detailed in the lesson plans.  The first lesson is listed as a “team building” exercise, but seems somewhat simplistic and probably wouldn’t encompass an entire section.  (Interpersonal rating:  2)

B. “Best in Class” Evaluation:

Harder to make a determination with this course because there’s not much information to go on.   Seems to be an abbreviated course without a lot of material.  Portability comments remain consistent with previous evaluations depending on type of delivery and dissemination.  (“Best in Class” rating:  1)


C. Dissemination Factors:  

Like evaluating the portability issue, the ability to disseminate this course “quickly and widely” is largely determined by the method by which it will be made available to consortium partners—either on-site hosting or cloud-based.  Believe this course (and others like it) could be disseminated as widely as needed across the nation, dependent on who wants to join and agree to teach the agreed-upon developed material.  (Overall rating:  2)


Overall Synopsis:  

No Lesson Plan 5

Lesson Plan “Outlines” contain lists of subjects/topics to be taught, but without substance or Presentation Slides (if applicable) cannot evaluate what exactly (or how deep) topics are being taught.

No information contained in the “Lesson/Course Outcomes Map” sections in any of the Lesson Plans.


