These are class discussions for RTE111, Radiographic Patient Care

Discussion 1: What does providing great patient care involve in your opinion?
Discussion 2: A 16-year-old female was admitted to the emergency room with lower abnormal pain. The patient was transferred to the x-ray department for an abdominal series. The CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant) noticed on the x-ray request form under “pertinent medical information” the abbreviation “PID”.   The CNA asked the staff radiographer what “PID” meant. The radiographer jokingly told the CNA that the patient had syphilis and ordered the CNA to wrap her up, as in an isolation procedure, for a communicable disease. The patient asked the CNA why she was being wrapped up with sheets and why the CNA was putting on gloves, a mask and an isolation gown. The CNA told the patient that she had PID-syphilis, a communicable disease. On the way back to the emergency department, the CNA sent a note to his friend in the central service department that a young female patient, who happened to be in the same high school class, had been admitted to the hospital with syphilis. Meanwhile, the young female patient became very distressed and told her father what the CNA had said to her. The father immediately contacted her attending physician to find out whether his daughter had syphilis. The doctor told the father that it was a mistake and that the CNA was wrong in telling the young girl that she had syphilis. Soon after the girl was treated and discharged from hospital, the father filed a civil suit against the hospital for defamation of character.
Who, if anyone, was liable for slander? Libel? Was the young female patient’s privacy invaded?
Discussion 3:  Mr. C is an elderly Mexican-American patient who has come to the radiology department for an acute abdominal series. He has been diagnosed with colon cancer and has undergone a surgical procedure that resulted in a colostomy. He speaks very little English. His wife and daughter are with him. His wife is visibly upset and uncomfortable being in the hospital. How would you explain the procedure to Mr. C?   Would you involve his family?  In what way?
Mr. C is also very uncomfortable lying flat on his back and sitting up and says that he just wants to be left alone to die. How would you handle this situation?
Discussion 4:  Three orders on three different patients come in from the Emergency Department at the same time. They are all ordered STAT.
1. An abdominal series is ordered on a patient for a possible bowel obstruction.
2. A foot x-ray is ordered on a patient to rule out a foreign body.
3. A chest x-ray is ordered on a patient with recurring syncope.
In what order would you image these patients and why?


Discussion 5:   1. Research MRSA (Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus)
Include information such as, how it is treated, how it is transmitted, can it be cured and what precautions can be taken to prevent transmission to others. Include any other interesting facts you discover about MSRA.
2. If you had to choose a disease to acquire and it had to be either MRSA or Hepatitis A, which one would you choose and why?
Discussion 6: Use the Physician’s Desk Reference (PDR) to find the full nomenclature for one drug. You can look up whatever drug you would like. Tell us everything you can find on the drug.
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