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Chapter 1 and 2 Homework
You are buying parts for a computer you're building.
Below is a list of components you'll need. Use one of these sites: www.newegg.com, or www.tigerdirect.com, or a computer parts website you prefer to find each component. You will use those sites, or the component manufacturer's web site to answer questions about them.
Components:
Be sure to list the make, model, and price of each component. 
Example: AMD Sempron 145 - $38.99
1. Motherboard
2. CPU
3. RAM
4. Hard Drive
Questions:
CPU
· What is the speed and word size of the processor?
· See if you're able to find the IPS of your CPU (most likely at the MFG's website).
· How many cores does this processor have?
· What is the benefit to having more than one core?
· What is the L1, and L2 cache of the processor?
· What is the purpose of each of these caches?
Motherboard
· What is the name of the socket? Example the CPU from above requires an AM3 socket
· What is the system bus speed (may be referred to as front-side bus FSB)?
· What type of RAM does it support?
· How much RAM will it support?
· What additional components are included? (Audio, video, etc)
· Most motherboards have Dual-Channel RAM capability. What does this mean?
RAM
· What is the speed of your RAM, be sure to include the DDR level?
· You'll note that DDR2 and DDR3 have the same pin size, so can they be used interchangeably?
· Why or why not?
Hard Drive
· What is the capacity of your hard drive?
· How many total bits is that?
· Is it magnetic-based, or flash-based?
· If it's magnetic-based, what's the rotational speed?
· What is the cache size?
· What is the purpose of having cache on your hard drive?
Final question:
See if you can find reviews on the individual components you've picked. (No changing if you've found poorly reviewed parts!). Include a link to each review and describe the pros and cons they've found on your parts. These are two sites that I find my information from, but you can use any site: www.anandtech.com, and www.tomshardware.com.
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