HIM 1253

Research Project Paper
This assigned paper is worth 100 points toward your final grade
This paper is designed to enhance your skills in research writing and accurate and succinct paraphrasing while increasing the knowledge base of the class pertaining to medical coding. Please read detailed instructions for this paper in your course modules.  You will begin this paper in Module Two, and it will be due in Module Six. You will submit your paper through the Blackboard Assignment link provided in Module Six, and you will share your presentation summary portion of this assignment also in the Discussion Forum and provide feedback in the discussion to at least two other students.

Research Paper Project Criteria

Purpose:  This project is designed to enhance your skills in research writing and accurate and succinct paraphrasing while increasing the knowledge base of the class pertaining to medical coding.

Topic:   To be determined – Please check the Discussion Forum “Research Paper Project” in the thread “Topics” for more information.

1. All papers must be double spaced and submitted through Blackboard as an attached file, in a Word document format.  This paper is due in Module Six of the course.

2. All papers must be a minimum of three pages, using a minimum of three current references (2008-present).  The textbook may be used as one reference however; it should not be the major source for the paper.  You MUST use footnotes, endnotes or interior documentation to site your references.

3. All papers must have a title page (exclusive of the three pages of research), which includes the title of the paper, course number and title; instructor’s name your name and date submitted.

4. Include a bibliography page using MLA, APA or some other recognizable, practical guide for writing Standard English research papers.

5. Papers must be written in Standard English, using proper grammar.

6. Summarize your findings without plagiarizing the authors referenced.  Include in your paper basic knowledge about the topic, such as origin, founder, purpose, etc.  Document the important facts about the topic.  A topic outline would assist you in organizing your paper.

7. Create a Summary Presentation which will have 3-5 slides that will highlight and summarize the main points of your paper.  This summary presentation will be shared with the class in the Discussion Forum for this project at the end of Module Six.  You will be required to post your presentation as an attached file, and then comment on at least 2 other students’ presentations.  You can use any presentation software to create your presentation, such as PowerPoint, Prezi, or other software of your choice.

Grading Rubric:



	Criteria
	Exemplary 
	Meets Expectations 
	Developing 
	Novice 
	Not Apparent 

	Quality of the information in the paper 
	40 Points
Information provides the reader with succinct paraphrasing of resource information, providing knowledge about the topic along with important facts that give the reader a thorough overview of the topic; no major areas are missing. 
	36 Points
Information provides the reader with basic knowledge about the topic along with important facts that give the reader a light overview of the topic; one or two minor areas of importance may be missing.
	32 Points
Information provides the reader with some knowledge about the topic but some major areas are missing and the reader is left feeling a bit confused on the topic.
	28 Points
Information provides the reader with rudimentary knowledge about the topic along with incorrect or irrelevant information.
	0 Points
Most of the information is incorrect or very sparse or no relevant information was included in the paper.

	Title Page, Bibliography Page  and citations
	20 Points
The title page has the required elements; the Bibliography page has at least 3 resources in MLA or APA correct format, and in text citations are correctly used. 
	18 Points
There are minimal small errors in the Title page or Bibliography page, and there are at least 3 resources in MLA or APA format, and in text citations are correctly used, with only minimal mistakes. 
	16 Points
There are errors in more than one of these areas:  Title Page, Bibliography Page, or in text citations.
	14 Points
There significant errors in all three of these areas:  Title Page, Bibliography Page, or in text citations.
	0 Points
No Bibliography page is included, no in text citations, and no Title Page. 

	Organization, Grammar and Spelling 
	20 Points
Information is exceptionally well organized with logical flow; spelling and grammar are correct and complete sentences are used. 
	18 Points
Information is well organized with a reasonable flow; 1-2 spelling and/ or grammar mistakes are evident. Complete sentences are used. 
	16 Points
Organization is scattered and mostly does not logically flow; 3-5 spelling and/ or grammar mistakes are evident. Some incomplete sentences used. Citations are used. 
	14 Points
Information is very disorganized; more than 5 spelling and/ or grammar mistakes are evident. Incomplete sentences used. No citations. 
	0 Points
Paper has so many errors it is unreadable. 

	Summary  Presentation
	20 Points
The  Summary  Presentation is posted to the Discussion Forum prior to the due date listed in the Calendar; contains 3-5 slides that effectively summarize the research paper; and feedback responses were posted to two or more other students. 
	18 Points
The  Summary  Presentation is posted to the Discussion Forum prior to the due date listed in the Calendar; contains 3 or fewer slides that minimally summarize the research paper; and feedback responses were posted to only one other students.
	16 Points
The  Summary  Presentation  is posted to the Discussion Forum after the due date listed in the Calendar; contains less than 3 slides; and/or only marginally summarizes the research paper. And/or feedback responses not posted for any other students.
	14 Points
The  Summary  Presentation is posted to the Discussion Forum prior to the due date listed in the Calendar; however, it does not summarize the paper or it does not open for viewing, and/or no feedback was posted for any other students.
	0 Points
No  Summary  Presentation is posted in the Discussion Forum and no feedback was given for other students.

	Cumulative Points
	Exemplary
100 - 90 points
	Meets Expectations
89-80 points
	Developing
79-70 points 
	Novice
69-60 points
	Not Apparent
59 - 0 points
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