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Why are we here?
• Provide you open educational strategies and tools you can use 

immediately at any readiness level

• Introduce series of 4 webinars

SkillsCommons + SoftChalk = Learning!
SkillsCommons OER Makeover Strategy with SoftChalk

• Today: Session 1 of our 4-part webinar series: "Hidden Potential"

• Session 2: "Design on a Dime"

• Session 3: "Love it and Embed it"

• Session 4: "Extreme Makeover"
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Agenda

• Affordable Learning Solutions as the institutional driver for 
the OER Makeover Strategy

• How to find OER for workforce training materials at 
SkillsCommons

• Redesigning OER with SoftChalk to makeover the OER 
and meet your teaching and learning requirements

• Demonstrate the ease and benefits of using SoftChalk to 
makeover OER
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Textbook affordability affects access to 
education and graduation in a timely 
manner
Institutions need a strategy to provide students no cost and low-cost  
instructional materials that enable their successful learning and 
course completion.

Affordable Learning Solutions



Where do you find no and 
low-cost course materials 
for Career and Technical 
Education that faculty will 
adopt?



Rick Lumadue
Associate Director, SkillsCommons

richard.lumadue@csulb.edu



An online library of 16,000+ free workforce development resources 
ready to be downloaded, adapted, and used



Trade Adjustment Assistance Community
College and Career Training (TAACCCT)

Design innovative and effective programs that 
address specific industry needs and lead to improved 
learning, completion and career outcomes for TAA-
eligible workers and other adults. 

TAACCCT is an investment of

impacting more than 700 (62%) of the nation’s 
community colleges.



What is OER and why are they 
important?

Open educational resources (OER) are freely 
accessible, openly licensed documents and 
media that are useful for teaching, learning, 
and assessing as well as for research 
purposes.



Open Educational Resources

materials 
downloaded to date

Over 65,000 materials 
available for download, 

and this continues to 
grow steadily every 

month

TAACCCT has created the world’s largest OER project featuring 
job-driven workforce development materials.

3,000,000 65,000



SkillsCommons: Library of Free OER 



Find & Download OER



Browsing by Industry



Browsing by Industry

Browsing by Industry



Browsing by Industry



Refine Search Results



Refine Search Results



Download the Content



FAQs for Downloading



You Want to Improve and 
Customize the OER to Meet Your 

Needs?

You may need to “Makeover” the OER

Does Other’s OER Always Fit Your 
Needs?



Why OERs are critical for Makeovers

Open Educational Resources (OER) in SkillsCommons licensed 
with the CC BY Creative Commons License

Anyone can freely:

• Reuse 

• Revise 

• Retain

• Redistribute

• Remix



What Changes Could You Make?

• Simplify and streamline presentation of content

• You can add interactivity 

• You can upload videos

• Repackage in a quality format that's easy to use

• Share with others who don’t have access to your LMS
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SoftChalk: An OER Makeover Tool

• You need an easy-to-use tool to being with OER materials and 
build a quality learning experience

• You need tools to change content into curriculum

• SoftChalk is that easy-to-use tool that changes content into 
curriculum



Examples of SoftChalk Makeovers



Makeover Showcases



Content: “Before”



Content: “Before” and “After”



Content: “After”



Content: “Before”



Content: “Before”



Embedded Presentation with Activity: 
“After”



Content: “Before”



Content: “Before”



Content: “After”



Support Center Resources



“The purpose of the CC BY 
licensing requirement is to 
ensure that materials 
developed with funds 
provided by these grants 
result in work that can be 
freely reused and improved 
by others.” 

Creative Commons License 



Creative Commons Attribution 
Statement



Open Attribution Builder



SoftChalk Free 30-day trial
Getting started with SoftChalk

info.softchalk.com/request-30-day-trial



SoftChalk User Guides



Now what?



Plan your own Affordable Learning Strategy 
on your campus utilizing:
• Free online resources

• Free collection of open educational practices

• Free open educational services



Become a MERLOT-SkillsCommons campus 
partner
• Receive strategic and tactical assistance in you developing your AL$ 

strategy

• Annual fee begins at $10K

• A good use of CARES funds to get started

• Interested? Send an email to gerry.hanley@csulb.edu



Learn more about using SoftChalk
• We can help you create and deliver engaging, interactive online 

curriculum that integrates with every LMS

• Free trial and annual subscriptions begin at $3500

• Another good use of CARES funding

• Interested? Send an email to info@softchalk.com or visit 
www.softchalk.com



Lead the transformation at your institution
• Join a cohort of higher education leaders working to drive superior 

academic and economic institutional outcomes with OER

• Partner with MERLOT-SkillsCommons and SoftChalk to develop your 
customized AL$ plan

• We can provide:
• Customized Strategic and Tactical Planning Consulting Services 
• Assistance with Implementation 
• Professional Development for Staff 
• Customized Software Services

Email sue.evans@softchalk.com for more info



Questions? 
https://info.softchalk.com/oer-series-resources

Rick Lumadue: Associate Director, SkillsCommons
support@skillscommons.org

Sue Evan: Co-Founder, SoftChalk
sue.evans@softchalk.com
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