
Are you looking for a well-paid, meaningful career? A collaboration between the Building Illinois’ Bioeconomy 

(BIB) Consortium, BIOSTL, and the St. Louis Community College has made it possible to showcase education and 

training programs leading to jobs in a growing bioeconomy and focused on sustaining the environment. This 

collaboration has helped clarify pathways allowing you to access living wage careers and options to progress 

along each pathway with stackable credentialing and earn-and-learn possibilities.   

Use the diagram below to see what level of education and training earns you the equivalent career and income.  

Education Level       Job Title                                            Average Wage 

Biotechnology 

Highest Level of Education 

High School Diploma /

GED /                                          

On the Job Training 

Glass Washer; Laboratory Assistant;                                           

Research Assistant; Medical Assistant  

$10-15 per hour  

$20-30,000 per year  

Back to School 

Highest Level of Education 

Certificates / Vocational 

Training / Internships 

Chemical Equipment Operator and Tender:                             
Chemical Operator, Chlorination Operator, Multiskill 
Operator; Chemical Processor;  Research Associate;   

Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technician  

$18 per hour  

$38,000 per year  

Highest Level of Education 

Associate of Applied  

Science (A.A.S.) degree /  

Dual Credit  

Back to School 

Chemical Technician; Life, Physical Science, and Social Science 

Technician: Microbiology Lab Analyst, Analytical Lab Analyst, 

Ethanol Quality Leader, Quality Control Technician,                 

Quality Control Analyst, Quality Assurance Technician; 

Biological Technician; Genomics Technician;                            

Research Technician; Research Laboratory Assistant   

$20-22 per hour  

$42-45,000 per year  

Highest Level of Education 

Bachelor’s degree  

Highest Level of Education 

Graduate degree  

Back to School 

Biological Scientist; Microbiologist; Chemist;                             
Forensic Science Technician  

$27-35 per hour  

$56-74,000 per year  

Biochemist and Biophysicist; Zoologist and Wildlife Biologist; 
Materials Scientist   

$40-47 per hour  

$82-99,000 per year  

Back to School 

Data comes from O*NET OnLine, Burning Glass, or information about currently held Job titles of graduates of                                      

the St. Louis Community College  


