
Water and  
Wastewater  
Treatment 

Are you looking for a well-paid, meaningful career? Through the Building Illinois’ Bioeconomy (BIB) Consortium 

and its Grow Your Future Initiative, you can access programs leading to jobs in a growing bioeconomy and 

focused on sustaining the environment. Through BIB, you can enter a living wage career with the option to 

progress through program pathways simultaneously or at any time to earn more. 

Use the diagram below to see what level of education and training earns you the equivalent career and income. 

Education Level          Job Title                                            Average Wage 

Highest Level of Education 

High School / GED 
Entry Level Water Treatment and Wastewater 

Plant Operator 

$13.04 / hour 

$27,210 / year 

Highest Level of Education 

Certificates 

Achievement and Completion 

Back to School 

Junior Water Treatment and Wastewater  

Plant Operator 

Back to School 

$16.67 / hour 

$34,670 / year 

Highest Level of Education 

Associate in Applied 

Science 

 

Senior Water Treatment and Wastewater Plant  

Operator, Water and Wastewater Plant  

Superintendent, Public Works Director 

$27.41 / hour 

$57,010 / year 

Back to School 

Highest Level of Education 

 

Bachelor’s Degree 

or higher 

Top-End Water Treatment and Wastewater Plant  

Operator, Wastewater Engineer, Water Resource  

Specialist, Environmental Engineer, Project Engineer 

$37.23- 64.13 / hour 

$74,459-128,259 / year 

These programs are funded by a U.S. Department  of Labor Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College and 

Career Training (TAACCCT) grant. Data used to develop the career pathway diagram, including average wage detail,  

was retrieved in January 2017 from EMSI Career Coach.  


