[bookmark: _GoBack]This is an introduction to PLC course, based on the Allen Bradley SLC-500 modular processors, and the Allen Bradley CompactLogix system.  Besides the textbook, the students will have 24/7 access to this course through the Sakai LMS system.  Each student will also be issued a Virtual Machine (computer) that will have all of the required PLC software loaded (RSLinx, RSLogix500,  RSLogix5000, RSEmulate500, and Emulate5000).  The Virtual Machine will also house the PLC simulator, which is a replica of the hardware simulators found in the PLC lab, that will allow the student the same learning experience online, as what they have in the PLC lab.  The primary purpose of the virtual machine, is to give the students access to the proprietary software from home, so they can learn how it operates prior to coming to a lab on campus.  The students are still required to master 8 hands-on assessments within the course, so the hands-on learning is still the most critical.  
