
Map Elements



Map elements

borders - frame line, 
neat line

mapped area 

title, subtitle 

inset

legend 

legend title

scale indicator 

orientation indicator 

data source 

author’s name

text blocks 

other graphics 

map series



Map elements

Which map elements are used…

…and their placement and style…

…will vary depending upon audience 
and message



…should generally indicate what, 
where, when

…use “natural breaks” in text blocks

…simplify

Map title



…simplify…

Map title

A Map of the Population Growth in the
United States of America between

1980 and 1990, Displayed by County

replaced with

1980-1990 U.S. Population Growth by County

or

Colonies Controlled or Ruled by Spain on the Eve

Of the Span-American War

replaced with

The Spanish Empire in 1989





“On maps depicting the natural
environment, the extent to which a
legend is needed is an indication of the 
degree of failure of the cartographer.” 
(Shelton)

Legend



Legend



Legend



lends authority to the map

Data sources - contributors



Information about the datum, 
projection, coordinate system



Using dates





Placement of map elements



use sketch maps

Experiment with map layouts







Remember …
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