HAZARDS COMMON TO MOST STEEL AND METAL FABRICATING SHOPS
By: P.M. Schmidt, P.E. – Lakeland Community College
1. [bookmark: _GoBack] Overhead objects –objects carried by cranes can fall or hit you, parts of large subassemblies present bump hazards, workers above can drop objects.
2.  Noise
3.  Floor clutter, hoses, cables – can result in falls from tripping on them
4.  Moving equipment or items – can bump and knock you down or even crush  you if you end up in a “pinch point”
5.  Moving or rotating machinery – especially if not properly guarded; can hit you  or snag your clothing and cause serious injury
6.  Electrical shock – from cables with cut insulation or laying in water, exposed connections or if you go into electrical control boxes, etc.
7.  Flying objects – chips of slag, grinding grit, flying weld spatter
8.  Sharp tools or cutting edges of tools
9.  Chemicals – contact dangers and threats from fumes
10.   Arc fumes – either while welding or from build-up in welding area due to inadequate ventilation.
11.   Arc radiation – IR & UV
12.   Spills – slipping and falling
13.   Compressed air
14.   Compressed gases – especially oxygen as a strong oxidizer supporting fire
15.   Asphyxiation or explosion from leaking or build-up of gases in an area
16.   Hot welds, plates, and other objects
17.   Heat exhaustion on hot days
18.   Open flames of torches, etc. – often moving or being swung around by person holding the torch
19.   Fork lifts – moving around, can hit you or squash you against a wall, etc.
20.   Confined space dangers
21.   Danger of falling when working on large structures or items
22.   Injury from horseplay/practical jokes/distractions such as phone, etc.
Additional Resources:
https://app.aws.org/technical/AWS_Z49.pdf
https://www.aws.org/standards/page/safety-health-fact-sheets
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