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State leaders honor regional
workforce development efforts

State leaders this week came
together to honor Southwest
Michigan leaders for their
efforts to create jobs and devel-
op fresh talent in their communi-
ties.

Lawmakers and statewide
talent development officials rec-
ognized Coveris Americas Food
& Consumer Group, local resi-

dent Karen Kelley and Michigan
Works! Southwest. YOU, a divi-
sion of Kalamazoo RESA, and
Michigan HRDI also received
honors at the event, according to
Michigan Works! spokesperson
Kathy Olsen.

Coveris, a premier packaging
and engineered coatings manu-
facturer, established an employ-

ee recruitment relationship with
Michigan Works! Southwest, As
a result, Coveris is now experi-
encing a significant reduction in
recruiting time and cost per hire,
said Olsen.

“More importantly, the part-
nership has led to the successful
placement of talented individu-
als into their workforce, benefit-
ting Coveris and the communi-
ty,” she said.

“Karen Kelly's successful
placement at Coveris through
the EDGE (Essential Skills
Demanded by Great Employers)
program is a positive example of
what can happen when commu-
nities come together to support
personal career success,” said
State Sen. Mike Nofs (R-Battle
Creek). "The entire community
wins."

The EDGE Training
Program is a collaborative
designed to improve employ-
ment readiness and economic

security. ;
. With support from Michigan
Works!  Southwest, Kelly

enrolled in and graduated from
the . EDGE training. Other
EDGE partners who contributed

From left: Will Slone, Michigan Works! Southwest; Ber
Southwest; State Sen. Mike Nofs (19th District); Gavin
facility manager, Coveris; Kathy Olsen
District); Karen Todd, legislative aide

Dougherty, Michigan Works! Southwest.

to the training include Batile
Creek Unlimited, Goodwill
Industries of Central Michigan's
Heartland,  and  Kellogg
Community College. The col-
Taborative is funded by the W.K,
Kellogg Foundation.

The Michigflp Works!

Impact Awards bring lawmakers
and economic achievers togeth-
er for a unique look at the work
that's transforming Michigan's
economic vitality. Dozens of
honorees from across the state
received awards presented by
their local lawmakers and state
workforce development offi-

n Damerow, director, Michigan Works!
Kelley; Karen Kelley; Barry Fulcomer,
» Michigan Works! Southwest; Rep. Jon Hoadley (60th
for State Rep. John Bizon (62nd District); and Sam

cials.

Award winners included
Michigan businesses, partners,
employees and Michigan
Works! agencies from across the
state. During the event, lawmak-

. ers presented tributes to award’

winners, who shared their stories
and the role Michigan Works!
played in their success.

"My heartfelt congratula-
tions go to Ms. Kelley and the
people who've come together to
support both her success and that
of Coveris," said State Rep. John
Bizon (R-Battle  Creck).
"Thanks to the effective blend-
ing of key resources, the people
of Michigan are making it possi-
ble for one another to succeed
both personally and profession-
ally."



This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and
Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warrantees, or
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any

information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness,
timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership.

The eight community colleges and M-CAM is an equal opportunity employer/program provider. Auxiliary aids and
services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. TTY users please call 1-877-878-8464 or visit
www.michigan.gov/mdcr.
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