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COMMUNITY 5A
Bellingar gets award from DSISD

Courtesy phitn
Trent Bellingar, left, welding technology instructor at Delta-Schooleraft Intermediate School District, is shown
receiving the ABCD award from DSISD School Roard President Erik Bessonen. The ABCD award is presented
monthly to a DSISD staff member nominated by their peers for going above and beyond the call of duty.
Bellingar was recognized in November for leadership in school improvement activities and his mentorship of
new teachers and students,
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Scott Berry, a student in Bay College's welding program, tests out some new equipment in the school's renovated welding lab as Bay
College welding instructor Keith Proctor looks on. To make both of its welding labs as cutting-edge as possible, Bay has purchased
40 new welding booths, 18 new welding machines, a shearing machine, ironworker machine, band saw and a drill press.

Bay revamps weldmg program

By Jordan Beck
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ESCANABA = Thonks to find-
ing providad througn the school’s
m.l"m ad apair of state and fader
a grants, Bay College's welding
program will be bigger thon ever
duning the winter 20016 szimester
I.IP.‘I‘GV(‘I ents made to the pro-
gren with this funding includs the
renovation of Bay College's pre
existing welding lab, the constrie
tiancof et mr:v new labnextdcor.
and the _*u“lme of cutting-edge
new equipmert for both. Welding
Instnctar David Konkel said he
expects wark on the focility to te
completed in the next two weeks,

“It’ll be open for next sernester,”
he said.

The addition of a secand lab will
atlow twice as rmany studerts to get
ihV”‘lV-‘ﬁ with the welding program.
I.\[n" instrictors were wnable

b draa 1...m.-..<¢ whoasst vk semrtacd

to take welding classes, it Konkel
said the exponsion shouid make this
less of a preblern

“We cainn twice s many shu-
dents through every sernester.” he
said.

The irnprovements (o Bay's weld-
ing program were made pessibie by a
$1.4 milion federsl Trode Ad juist
et Assistioree Cornmunity Col

lege ond Career Training  grort, a
750,000 state Con ty College

cilied Trades Equipreent Program

mant, and the renewal of the colle ge’s
L. I 180
Along with making the renovation
andearstrctioneler 1.e1‘.t:o‘tJr_:1~_
ect possible, these funding sources
have allowed for the purchase of 40
rewwelding boctns, 18 newwelding
mochines, a sheaing machine, m
ircnworker rmachine, aband saw, d
adrill press tornake the labs asup to
date as possitie.

Jordan Beck | Daily Press
Bay College Welding Instructor David Konkel inspects equip-

ment for Bay's newly-constructed welding lab, set to open for
tha wintar IN1R camactar
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Bay: Welding

Bay College has alsoinvested inadedicdted met-
adlurgy labin the welding facility, a welding pro-
gran of its Tron Mowuntain carnpus, and arew vir-
tual reality system which will be implernented to
nelp rew students get a“feel” for welding withott
using 1p materials.

“We are ordering robotic welding cells and weld-
ing simulatars,” Konkel said,

Students in the welding prograsn have been look-
ing forward to the opportunity to use this rew
equipmert.

“It's definitely geing to prepare yeu for the work-
foree becawss that’swhat's goingto be getting used
out there.” student Scott Berry saud

Executive Dean for Business, Techniology, and
Workforce Developrnent Mark Kirney said he
feels these improvernents tothe program willinake

Jordan Beck | Daily Press Bay’s welding progrun even stronger. )

Scott Berry, a student in Bay College’s welding program, tests e hope these enharced facilities and the
out some new equipment in the school’s renovated welding -t 1Y RACRN elp Lo ERenio AR
lab. To make both welding labs as cutting-edge as possible quety kg BRI Pt [0 a,largerrl}lunber x

) . students each year, thereby helping to fill scroe of
Bay has purchased 40 new weldlr.\g booths, 18 new welding o ernployrment dernand we'te seeing in o area
machines, a shearing machine, an ironworker machine, a band  wd help our graduates to oltain Hi gh-paying and
saw, and a drill press. rewarding careers,” he said.
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This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and
Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warrantees, or
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any

information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness,
timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership.

The eight community colleges and M-CAM is an equal opportunity employer/program provider. Auxiliary aids and
services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. TTY users please call 1-877-878-8464 or visit
www.michigan.gov/mdcr.
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