[bookmark: _hjoc1y1l9dzs][bookmark: _GoBack]Analytical Report Overview and Expectations

[bookmark: _jtn3fvijr06]Objectives: 
Apply the principles of technical writing learned throughout the course. 
[bookmark: _ucch0ohw0dj2]Requirements: 
1. You will complete this requirement in Credit Unit 2, Module 1. Start with a problem (or question) of practical concern. Look for something that can be measured, weighed, timed, and calculated. Here are some example report topics:
· What is the best way to combat distracted driving?
· Is catch and release fishing an effective way to maintain fish populations?
· Can parasites control the human brain?
· Is modern mummification a greener alternative to traditional embalming? 
2. You will work on this requirement throughout Credit Unit 2. Research this problem using the LBCC libraries. Look for credible, reliable, timely sources. Make sure you can find enough information on your topic. If you can’t, talk to a reference librarian. Good reports will usually utilize research presented in peer reviewed journal articles.
3. You will complete this requirement in Credit Unit 3, Module 1. Summarize the information and provide appropriate interpretation, analysis, and commentary on your topic. Basically, you’ll be serving as an expert on your subject, helping your reader to make sense of the research available on the subject. You’ll help your reader answer questions such as:
· Why is this important?
· Which experts are credible?
· Who do I believe when sources conflict?
· What should I (or we as a society) do about this information?
4. You will work on these requirements throughout Credit Unit 3. The following elements are required in your report: 
· Letter of transmittal
· Title page
· Table of Contents
· Introduction
· Main body of report
· Organizational headings and subheadings
· In-text citations for all quotes, paraphrases, summaries, references, statistics, or visuals that were drawn from other sources
· A minimum of two relevant graphics and/or illustrations
· Conclusions and recommendations section
· 3000+ words of text, including introduction, main body, and conclusion sections
· Appendixes, if appropriate
· Bibliography (APA style)
[bookmark: _i7wkvf4104jt]Hints: 
· A+ papers use at least 10 peer reviewed or otherwise legitimated sources (such as books by experts in the field or governmental reports.)

· While the following topics are not off-limits, I would recommend you avoid these topics: 
· What is the solution to the obesity problem in America? 
· Is there a link between videogames and violence? 
· What is the best source of alternative energy? 

These often-chosen topics are harder to handle effectively than most people anticipate. A smaller, more original topic will usually serve you better.

· To pass, you must score 75% or better according to the Analytical Report Grading Rubric.
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