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• Major Goals 
• Develop, enhance, and/or improve six foundational skills content areas 

• Basic Computer Skills 
• Communication Skills 
• Financial Literacy 
• Math Skills 
• Reading Skills 
• Study Skills 

 
• Use technology and hybrid approaches to augment content offerings. 

 
• Contextualize content wherever possible. 

 
• Grand Rapids CC serves as the lead institution for this work. 



            

Basic Computer Skills 
Major themes and accomplishments 
• New labs and points of access for computers and similar technology 
• Integration of Edmentum and/or ToolingU as a resource to contextualize content 
• Credit options are now available for many students 

 



            

Communication Skills 
Major themes and accomplishments 
• Use of job developers/career coaches/case managers to augment communication 

skills 
• Partnership with community based organizations (CBOs) to provide content upskilling 
• Integration of Edmentum and/or ToolingU as a resource to contextualize content 
• Integration of content area in core courses 
• Use of workshops that occur outside of the classroom to build skills 

 
 



            

Financial Literacy 
Major themes and accomplishments 
• Use of job developers/career coaches/case managers to augment financial literacy 
• Integration of Edmentum and/or ToolingU as a resource to contextualize content 
• Use of workshops and stand alone modules that occur outside of the classroom to 

build skills 
• Use of existing institutional resources that may not have been previously widely 

available 
 
 
 



            

Math Skills 
Major themes and accomplishments 
• Supplemental instruction is an option for many students 
• Credit based options are now offered for many students 
• Integration of Edmentum and/or ToolingU as a resource to contextualize content 
• Development of fully contextualized courses (Technical Math) 
• Use of existing institutional resources that may not have been previously widely 

available 
 
 
 



            

Reading Skills 
Major themes and accomplishments 
• Supplemental instruction is an option for many students 
• Credit based options are now offered for many students 
• Integration of Edmentum and/or ToolingU as a resource to contextualize content 
• New course offerings at specific campuses for M-CAM students 
• Use of existing institutional resources that may not have been previously widely 

available 
 
 
 



            

Study Skills 
Major themes and accomplishments 
• Integration of Edmentum and/or ToolingU as a resource to contextualize content 
• Incorporating content directly into existing courses (contextualization) 
• Use of existing institutional resources that may not have been previously widely 

available 
• Credit based options are now offered for many students 
• Supplemental instruction is an option for many students 

 
 
 
 



            

Additional Accomplishments 
• Many of these content areas are integrated together in a contextualized fashion 
• Various components within foundational skills have been integrated as part of larger 

career readiness programs for non-credit students 
 
 
 
 



            

Artifacts 
• Enhancing Skills with Technology (GRCC) 
• ToolingU Content Areas (LMC) 
• Promotional Information for Students (LCC and SC) 
• Foundational Skills Guidebook (Macomb CC) 
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Key Sustainability Accomplishments 
• New content will outlive the duration of this grant 

• Credit 
• Non-Credit 

 
• Assessment of technology in the role of foundational skills 

• Edmentum 
• ToolingU 

 
• Contextualization 
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