Week 7 at a Glance

1. Read Chapter 7 - Linux Operations & Administration 1st  Edition Authors: Nadine Basta, Dustin Finamore, Alfred Basta, Serge Palladino - Publisher: Cengage Learning
2. Complete Chapter 7
3. Read more about /etc/passwd and /etc/shadow at: Understanding /etc/passwd File Format
4. Watch a YouTube video on "User Account Management": 
5. Participate in Chapter 7 discussions
6. Complete all of the activities in Chapter 7
7. Some answers will be turned in under Homework 3
8. Take the Chapter 7 Reading Quiz
9. Complete Chapter 8
10. Read Chapter 8
11. Some of it will be review if you have taken NET 110
12. Participate in the Chapter 8 discussions
13. Complete two activities in Chapter 8
14. You will turn in some answers from activity 8-3
15. Take the Chapter 8 Reading Quiz
16. Turn in Homework 3
17. This is your answers to some of the activities in Chapters 7 and 8

Intro:
This week we are going to go through two chapters.  It is the only week that we are completing more than one chapter, and the two chapters are short (only four activities in the first one, and two in the other).   The book has you create accounts using both the command-line interface and the GUI interface.  I've only created accounts using the command-line method, and have often written simple scripts to create a bunch of accounts all at once (like, say at the beginning of the semester).  Bash and Python (as well as many other scripting languages) can be used to facilitate this bulk creation.
The next chapter goes over the network.  Much of the background information is covered in our NET110 course (as some of it was also in CIS 118), so those of you that have already taken NET110 are that much ahead.   The two systems that we use to connect our virtual systems to the real network are Linux servers (with a very large number of virtual network interfaces on them - one interface for every student or faculty member that can use the VMWare cluster).
We also have another homework assignment related to the activities this week, so make sure to take notes as you complete the activities (the list of what to turn in is given when you get to the "Complete the activities" steps).  
Finally, in activity 8-3, you are asked to reboot your Linux system.   I want to point out that one of the major advantages to making changes to Linux is that you don't often have to reboot (you just restart the service "aka daemon").   I find that unless I am upgrading the kernel itself, I can patch my system and make system changes without having to reboot it
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