Number of police
In 2013, federal police employed approx. 125,000 full-time law enforcement officers, authorized to make arrests and carry firearms in the United States. 
The 2013 Bureau of Justice Statistics' Census of State and Local Law Enforcement Agencies (CSLLEA), found there were 17,985 state and local law enforcement agencies employing at least one full-time officer or the equivalent in part-time officers. 
In 2013, state and local law enforcement agencies employed more than 1.1 million persons on a full-time basis, including about 765,000 sworn personnel (defined as those with general arrest powers). Agencies also employed approximately 100,000 part-time employees, including 44,000 sworn officers. 
From 2006 to 2010, overall full-time employment by state and local law enforcement agencies nationwide increased by about 57,000 (or 5.3%). Sworn personnel increased by about 33,000 (4.6%), and nonsworn employees by about 24,000 (6.9%). From 2004 to 2008, the number of full-time sworn personnel per 100,000 U.S. residents increased from 250 to 251.[27] From 1992 to 2008, the growth rate for civilian personnel was more than double that of sworn personnel. 
Local police departments were the largest employer of sworn personnel, accounting for 60% of the total. Sheriffs' offices were next, accounting for 24%. About half (49%) of all agencies employed fewer than 10 full-time officers. Nearly two-thirds (64%) of sworn personnel worked for agencies that employed 100 or more officers. 
Salary varies widely for police officers, with most being among the top third of wage-earners, age 25 or older, nationwide. In May 2012, the overall median was $59,980. The top 10% earned more than $93,450 and bottom 10% less than $33,060. 
The median wages for police and detective occupations in May 2012 were as follows: [30]
· $76,300 for detectives and criminal investigators
· $58,270 for police and sheriff’s patrol officers
· $55,210 for transit and railroad police
· $48,070 for fish and game wardens



The first female police officers in the United States included Marie Owens, who joined the Chicago Police department in 1891; Lola Baldwin, who was sworn in by the city of Portland in 1908; Fanny Bixby, also sworn into office in 1908 by the city of Long Beach, California; and  Alice Stebbins Wells who was initiated into the Los Angeles Police Department in 1910. Since then, women have made progress in the world of law enforcement. The percentage of women has gone up from 7.6% in 1987, to 18% in 2012 across the United States. Despite these strides, women are underrepresented in law enforcement within the United States. 
The average age of U.S. Police Officers is 25-30.  The average length of career is 7 years.  Only 10% retire.
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