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Spotlight on DOL Student Participants 

CAREER COACHES 

It seems the possibiliƟes are 
endless for twenty‐
three year old 
Jonathan Maples. 
With one semester 
remaining for 
compleƟng an 
Associate’s degree, 
Jonathan aƩended 
a NISGTC IT job fair 
where he landed a 
job at Fujitsu America. He is 
now working remotely from 
the Staples Command Center 
to repair and configure 
hardware that is distributed 
naƟonwide in every Staples 
store and is the youngest 
employee in his office by 
twenty years.  

Jonathan began his IT journey 
at an early age. Encouraged by 

his father, a computer 
hobbyist, Jonathan took IT 
classes in his high school career 
center, earned an A+ 

cerƟficaƟon and built a 
custom computer. 
During his Ɵme at 
Collin College, 
Jonathan accepted an 
entry‐level call center 
posiƟon for Neƞlix.com 
and with the 
combinaƟon of his 
gregarious personality 

and computer knowledge was 
quickly promoted to IT trainer 
within 6 months. 

Jonathan’s future plans include 
pursuing a Bachelor of Arts and 
opening his own business in 
Esports (online video game 
team). He would also love to 
work for Valve SoŌware as a 
project manager or producer of 
a major Ɵtle.  

“Do anything for free, just to 
get experience,” advises 
Jonathan. “If you combine a 
degree with experience, you 
are golden. Don’t be shy when 
first meeƟng people even 
though that is the hardest 
thing for computer people.”  

Jonathan is currently in the 
process of planning his 
wedding to his fiancée 
Kortney to take place on 
September 26, 2015. 

“Don’t be shy 
when first 
meeting 
people…”  
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Getting Ready for Employment: A Student’s Perspective by Eric Goldman 

Although I have generally received posiƟve feedback regarding my resume and interviewing skills in the past, these 

workshops were very much worth the small Ɵme investment required. Thanks to the career coaches and the industry 

professionals that joined to share their knowledge, I was able to build a stronger, more focused resume that beƩer 

communicates my skills and experience. I was also able to learn what the interviewers are really looking for in  

potenƟal candidates, and I learned about numerous tools available to the students to improve their interviewing skills. I 

highly recommend that any students interested take advantage of these workshops because being successful in today's 

world means conƟnually adapƟng; there is nothing to lose and everything to gain by joining in these valuable offerings. 


